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U.S. district Court Judge John J. Sirica shut the door 
yesterday on any testimony from former President Nixon 
at the Watergate cover-up trial and suggested that its 
importance had been exaggerated. 

Striking down defense motions for Nixon’s deposition, 
the judge held in a six-page order that the problems of 
Interrogating the ailing former ♦ 

President outweighed the need 
for his sworn account of the 
scandal. 



“The value of Mr. Nixon’s 
testimony to the defendants 
should not be unrealistically 
overestimated,” Sirica held. 
“Mr. Nixon himself has been 
named by the grand jury as 
an unindicted co-conspirator 
in this case.” 



In short, the judge said, “he 
has been accused, in effect, of 
being an accomplice of the de- 
fendants. Certainly [if he were 
called] his testimony would be 
subject to an instruction to 
the jury that it should be re- 
ceived with caution and scruti- 
nized with care.” 

Much of what Nixon might 
say, Sirica added, would sim- 
ply be repetitive of what had 
come out at the trial. Any 
broad : based claims by the for- 
mer President that his former 
aides had done nothing wrong, 
the judge observed, woulej be 
inadmissible. 

Since Nixon is still too ill to 
be questioned under any cir- 
cumstances with the trial 
nearing an end, the judge con- 
cluded that his testimony is 
“not indispensable or neces- 
sary to prevent a failure of 
justice.” 

Center stage at yesterday's 
session of the cover-up trial 
was occupied by former White 
House special counsel Charles 
W. Colson. 



Called as a “court witness” 
after the prosecutors and de- 



fense attorneys alike said they 
were unwilling to vouch for 
his credibility, Colson came 
under stiff cross-examination 
by former Attorney General 
JohnN. Mitchell’s chief lawyer, 
William G. Hundley. 

Acting almost like a govern-' 
ment prosecutor, Hundley con- 
tended that Colson, who was 
originally indicted in the 
cover-up case himself, had re- 
ally been the catalyst behind 
the Watergate break-in and 
bugging of Democratic Na- 
tional Committee headquar- 
ters here. 

Colson denied it and in- 
sisted that he had good reason 
to believe it was Mitchell’s 
fault. 

To back up his point, Colson 
recalled a meeting in Mitch- 
ell’s offices at the Committee 
for the Reelection of the 
President a few days before 
the June 17, 1972, Watergate 
arrests. 

The tall, husky Colson said 
the discussion involved re- 
ports of a meeting between 
Minneapolis businessman 
Dwayne Andreas and Demo^ 
cratic presidential candidate 
Hubert H. Humphrey in New 
York City’s Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel. 

At that, Colson testified, 
Mitchell spoke up with a “half 
sniile” and announced, “ Tell 
me what room they were in 
and I’ll tell you everything 
they said in the room.’ ” 

Five days after the bungled 
jugging attempt at the Water- 
gate complex here, Colson 
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said he ran into Mitchell 
again. 

"I said, 'I hope my good 
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